CHAPTER  IV
1820—1828
Reading of " Cromwell "—Balzac is obliged to live at home—Un-happiness—Writes romantic novels—Friendship with Madame de Berny— Starts in Paris as publisher and afterwards as printer— Impending bankruptcy only prevented by help from his parents and Madame de Berny.
EVIDENTLY Balzac's happy faith in the beauty of "Cromwell" had impressed his parents,as,apparently without having seen the play, they had assembled a large  concourse of friends  for  the  reading; and between   happy pride  in   his   boy's  genius,   and satisfaction at his own acuteness in discerning it, old M. de Balzac was no doubt nearly as joyous as Honore himself.    The Balzac family were prepared for triumph, the friends were amused or incredulous, and the solemn trial began.*   The tragedy, strongly Royalist in principles, opens, according to the plot as given by Balzac in a letter to his sister, t   with the   entrance   of   Queen   Henrietta   Maria   into Westminster.    She is utterly exhausted, and, disguised   in   humble garments, has  returned  from taking her children for safety into Holland, and from begging for the help of the King of France.
* The original MS., beautifully written out, and tied with faded blue ribbon, is in the possession of the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
t "Honore de Balzac—Corresponclance/' vol. i. p. 28.
70essing.
